
They say that hindsight is 20/20, but 
I think I speak for many of us when 
I say let’s put the year 2020 in the 
rearview mirror and not look back! 

The global pandemic disrupted life 
as we know it and forever changed 
the future of many businesses 

countless cases of illness and massive 
loss of life.

that have occurred in the past 12 
months may have altered how we 
live, how we work and how we play 

permanently.

While working remotely became the 
new norm for millions of Americans, 

long stretches. But farmers and the 

work as hard as they always do, going 

the world.

I am proud to say I work for farmers, 
food producers and their suppliers, 
who form the backbone of our 

country.  

Potato and vegetable growers serve 

food security and the overall health 

(WPVGA) members all help an 

industry that grows food and feeds a 
hungry world. You should be proud!

Following are some of the highlights 
for the industry in 2020.

The 2020 Wisconsin potato growing 
season was a welcome relief 
compared to the previous two years. 

with a lot of central and southern 
Wisconsin potatoes being planted 

throughout the month.  

This was followed by several weeks 
of cold, wet and cloudy weather, 
which caused a delay in emergence. 

Highlighted here, WPVGA had a 

or
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The crop quickly caught up, however, 
with normal temperatures arriving 

In late June and early July, Wisconsin 
had two to three weeks of extreme 
heat, which may have led to a 

for the remainder of the growing 
season throughout the Central Sands. 
Cool nights throughout the month of 
August helped with tuber bulking.

excellent in August, September 

which allowed the vast majority of 
the Wisconsin potato crop to be 
harvested without losses.  

Growers reported average to above 

defects. 

There were no serious issues with 
late blight in 2020. Late blight was 

Adams County on August 10. It was 
immediately managed to prevent any 

further outbreaks. 

Wisconsin growers harvested 
62,000 acres of potatoes with an 

17



Hancock Ag Research Station
N3909 County Rd. V, Hancock, WI 54943
Tel. (715) 249-5961
Email: hancock@cals.wisc.edu

We want to thank many businesses and  

resources for the success of our research and 
 

generosity as you help us sustain our research 
 

these are:

Storage Systems

•  Swiderski Equipment, 

• Syngenta
 

& Greenhouses

 

• Willis Family

 
Division

average yield of 425 hundredweight 
(cwt.)/acre. That puts the crop at 
26,350,000 cwt., an increase of 2 
percent over 2019.  

Strong demand and high prices along 
with various government support 
programs all helped strengthen the 
Wisconsin potato industry in 2020.  

shutdown of the foodservice industry 

Wisconsin’s process potato growers, 
that business recovered quickly and 
did not result in big losses for our 
growers.  

industry is about 20 percent of total 

was robust, which helped boost 

 
seed potato sectors were all quite 
healthy, with potato products (and 

 
the shelves at grocery stores. 

Add to that our advantage in freight 

and vegetable industry.

not as fortunate, however, as their 
reliance on the foodservice market  
is much greater and their losses  
were more severe. We hope this 

 
we wish our fellow potato growers 
nothing but the best.

Quality

groundwater issues and protect 
drinking water and public health 
across Wisconsin, the Department 
of Natural Resources is working with 
key public and agriculture industry 
stakeholders to update Chapter NR 

Code. 

develop a targeted performance 

purpose of achieving compliance with 
the nitrate groundwater standards. 

performance standards needed  
to protect groundwater quality  
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Derived from Meristem Culture
Very Uniform and High Producers
Rigid Sanitation Program in Field and Storage
Long Rotations on Isolated Fields
Modern Air and Humidity Control in All Storages
All available Seed Generation II & Generation III
A beautiful, smooth crop

3627 Wooden Shoe Rd., Manhattan, MT 59741
Sid: (406) 539-6478  John: (406) 580-6446 
Nick: (406) 539-6125  Cliff: (406) 580-6818

Left to right: Sid, John, Jonathan, Carl, Nick and Cliff.

SCHUTTER SEED FARM

Try our 
LINE  SELECTIONS 

on Russet Burbanks, 
Umatillas and Teton Russet

in these areas. 

The potato and vegetable industry 

grower Larry Alsum along with 
University of Wisconsin (UW) 

Colquhoun. 

to closely monitor this issue, along 

Jordan Lamb.

Research related to reducing nitrogen 
(N) use on potatoes has been the 
focal point of the WPVGA in recent 
years. 

Wang is also leading a project 
funded by the U.S. Department of 

Food and Agriculture, which involves 

hyperspectral imaging to determine 

growers with management. 

are beginning to work on an 
economic impact statement related 
to N use on potatoes.

Troy Fishler, the new Superintendent 

nitrogen environment.

The WPVGA Water Task Force works 
closely with Ankur Desai of the UW 

Department on his Eddy Covariance 
Flux Tower research.

used to gain even more accurate 

(ET), which is directly related to crop 

reduce nitrate leaching.

The Healthy Grown program 

evolve. A component focusing on 

Deana also helped create an online 
Water Stewards training course. This 

Wisconsin, but water quality is also 
discussed in many of the modules 
since the two are closely linked. 

cooperate with Discovery Farms 

project in Central Wisconsin.

Six farms in Central Wisconsin have 

Wisconsin River.

With leadership from Plover River 

With matching funds from the 
WPVGA and working closely with 

successful in securing a grant from 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

This partnership envisions a healthy 

Wisconsin’s Central Sands region. 

watershed, the landscape and land 
managers themselves.  

19



Thanks to the generosity of John 

faculty professorships, chairs and 

in 2020.

The Wisconsin Potato Industry Board 
acted on this opportunity by signing 

Chairs.

and retain the best thinkers, teachers 
and researchers in an increasingly 

endowed chairs will support faculty 
whose research is in potatoes and/or 
vegetables, and the impact of these 
crops on water, economics and the 
environment.  

The Chairs will also be named to 

honor the work of potato industry 
research icons Larry Binning, 

Schoenemann, Walt Stevenson and 

coordinate improved contract 

terms for all growers with its potato 
processing partner in Plover.  

 
a compromise was reached on  

forward to increasing business in  
this sector of the industry. 

growers is its conduit fund. This 
fund is managed by the WPVGA and 

who support agriculture.  

successful in their 2020 campaigns 
and we look forward to working  
with a favorable legislature for years 
to come.

Although the Spudmobile was 
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2731 Maple Drive • Plover, WI 54467 
715-344-3401 • Toll Free: 1-888-696-4019 

 
your needs for over 20 years!

Proud Dealer of:

it did make appearances at a few key 
events (the Wisconsin State Fair and 
the Portage County Fair), and even 
served as a billboard while parked  
at several businesses.

A new TV commercial was developed 
and aired frequently along with prior 

were greatly increased; and radio 

An amusing and entertaining 

 was 
produced and aired this fall and 
featured WPVGA members Eric 

Posthuma and Gary Beadles, along 

A new billboard was created and 

Point and Hancock, while a previous 

corridor between Green Bay and 

Another 2020 highlight of the 

Already a primary target market for 

featured billboards, digital posters, 
elaborate potato displays in stores 
and employees wearing “Powered  

social media.  

according to early reports, potato 
volume and dollar sales increased 
tremendously. 

were cancelled in 2020 along with 
the annual Industry Show, which was 
set for February 2021. 

And it was with great disappointment 
that we made the decision to 

Development Program for one year. 
This has proven to be one of the 
most valuable leadership training 

serving on various industry boards 
 

to conduct the program over the fall 

the industry held two highly 
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successful outdoor events in 2020—

Both events drew over 100 golfers 
and were conducted with extensive 
safety protocols in place. The events 
raised thousands of dollars for the 
Wisconsin Seed Potato Improvement 

Associate Division.  

To engage more members, the 
Associate Division brought a new idea 

Trap Shoot event at the Wausau 
Skeet and Trap Club in Brokaw.

The Associate Division knows that not 
everyone is a golfer, so plans were 

that is certainly popular with many 
members.   

The Trap Shoot was held safely and 

also served as one more fundraiser 

scholarships and grants among its 
many programs.

I’m sure there’s one word everyone 
became a lot more familiar with in 

the researchers whose projects 

summer.

to conduct the upcoming 2021 

online content on a dedicated 
conference website that will be 

For the second year in a row, the 

1rus potato is now called “Lakeview 

good for fresh and fry use, it is a 
remarkable early bulking variety that 
yields well.

producing the outstanding 
Common’Tater

loaded with color photos of industry 
people, places and events, this trade 

the best in the business.

Wisconsin also had excellent 

Alsum serving as the Immediate 

Carter served on the Potatoes USA 

Brian Bushman served as Chairman 
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of the United Potato Growers of 
America in 2020.

by the Pavelski family, Farming for 

to helping families understand and 
appreciate their food and the people 
who grow it.

 
and great, wholesome food.  

A tremendous resource for teachers 
and schools, it will be an excellent 

agritourists as well as school groups.  

about careers in agriculture.  
In keeping with its mission, the 

agricultural literacy in Wisconsin 

classrooms.

Stay tuned for more about this 
project and the discovery center, 

 
 

in agriculture.  

Plans are to break ground on land 
 

in Plover, in 2021.

Vince Lombardi said, “Individual 
 

that is what makes a team work,  
a company work, a society work,  

 
what makes the WPVGA work.  

Working in concert with all our 
members, each individual on our 

success in 2020. I want to thank Dale 
Bowe, Julie Braun, Doug Foemmel, 

her 25th anniversary at the 
WPVGA on December 1, 2020. 

In closing, I would like to thank all the 
members of the WPVGA, along with 
our outstanding Board of Directors 

I am proud of how we all worked 
together to meet the challenges 
of 2020. Be thankful for each new 
challenge because it will build  
your strength and character. The 
bigger the challenge, the bigger  
the opportunity for growth.  

Sincerely,

RUSSETS
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