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INSURINGYOUR AG DRONES! .
i e

What growers and applicators need to know about
insurance and compliance

By Eric Greening, AFIS, Family Insurance Center, and Jeramy Williams, American Drone

You’re cruising down a quiet country  But here’s the big question: How do A common remark we hear is, “My

road when something in the sky you insure one of these aircraft? agent just added it to my farm
catches your eye. A bird? A plane? -, ) policy.” Unfortunately, that’s usually
Not quite. More than likely, it’s The answer isn’t as straightforward not enough.

one of agriculture’s most exciting as you might think. Many custom Here’s why: Most farm and

tec_hnological breaktl.erL_Jghs— sprz.ay bljlsir\esses.a.nd farmers assume commercial insurance policies

a high-powered application drone. their existing policies cover drones. explicitly exclude coverage for drones
weighing over 55 pounds, which
includes all major application drones.

Common exclusions on insurance
coverage for drones look like this:

Coming Soon: Power
That Goes Beyond
the PTO.

e Pollution Liability Coverage
“This coverage does not apply to
bodily injury or property damage

John D'een-'e’sEVT arising out of owning, maintaining,
:Iansmr ﬁlss:g’nnall;tdmn u§ing, o: entrusting to others any
soon daliver offboarded ; : iz aircraft.
electricity—driving > Built for e PR B g * Unmanned Aircraft Liability
|mp|ements likeharvest - POtatO f 4 Coverage
fans with electric ' Country % Y ' “_..we do not cover bodily injury,
predision. (= property damage, or personal injury
arising out of the discharge
Coming Through for You
| Above: Aerial application of crop protection

@ \ R"i"ﬂ products via drones remains a relatively new

Jorn DeeRe | SCHNEI.I. RANDS.COM technology, and the fine print on insurance
policies matters more than ever.
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or release of any substance
from any unmanned aircraft.”

So, asking your agent, “Does my
policy cover drones?” won’t always
result in a complete explanation.

To protect your drone and spraying
operations properly, you’ll need an
aviation-specific policy written by
someone who is local, can be “boots
on the ground” and understands this
unique industry.

COMPLIANCE IS KEY

Insurance is only one part of the
equation. To operate legally and keep
your coverage valid, you’ll also need
to maintain several Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA)-required
licenses and certifications:

1. FAA Remote Pilot Certification
(Part 107)

2. Heavyweight Exemption and
Operating Certificate (Part 137)

3. FAA Third-Class Medical
Certificate (Form 8710-1)

FOUNDATION & CERTIFIED
SEED POTATOES

>

Not only are these required by the
FAA, but your insurer will expect
them to be current so that the
insurance company can honor

a claim.

Above: To protect your drone and spraying
operations properly, you’ll need an aviation-
specific policy written by someone who is
local, can be “boots on the ground” and
understands this unique industry.

continued on pg. 22

OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN SEED PRODUCTION!
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Insuring Your Ag Drones. ..
continued from pg. 21

“Most farm and commercial insurance
Lorbonk ke ttare Edtiom policies explicitly exclude coverage for
(www.dronelogbook.ag) can make droneS WEIghlng over 55 ,Oounds, WhICh

compliance easier than ever. This . i . . W
software tracks your certificates, logs includes all major application drones.
flight hours, and even helps plan and . .

document your operations, keeping — Eric Greenlng,

you both legal and organized. AFIS, Family Insurance Center

Also, working with a local and
experienced drone dealer who can
guide you through the legal process
of integrating an application drone
into your operation is critical

to your success.

This service offered by American
Drone out of Marshfield, Wisconsin,
is invaluable. From start to finish,
American Drone will walk you
through every step to safely and
legally operate your drone.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Aerial application of crop protection
products via drones remains a
relatively new technology, and the
fine print on insurance policies
matters more than ever.

Tom Schultz (left) and Rick Perault (fourth from left) of Heartland Farms discuss using drones

The worst time to learn your drone for seeding cover crops at the 2025 Farmers of the Roche-A-Cri Field Day.

isn’t covered is after a loss. That’s

why working with an insurance your drone, protect your business, https://familyinsctr.com.
professional who truly understands and protect your future. For drone sales, service and training,
agricultural drones is critical. For insurance needs, contact contact Jeramy Williams, American
If you have questions or you're ready  Eric Greening, AFIS, Family Drone, jeramy@americandrone.

to make sure your operation is fully Insurance Center, egreening @ us, 262-443-9177, https.//
protected, reach out today. Protect familyinsctr.com, 715-359-8119, americandrone.us.

SUPPORTING YOUR GROWTH WITH TRUSTED EQUIPMENT EXPERTISE FOR OVER 40 YEARS

-

Fairchild Equipment, Growing Success & Building Customers For Life (FAIRCHILD)
As a one-stop shop for equipment, parts, attachments and ongoing product support, we have /sy
everything you need to cultivate growth and power your day-to-day projects on the farm. mahinclra
TRACTORS

(844) 432-4724 | fairchildequipment.com
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