How Wisconsin farmers are keeping

local food moving

In early 2025, Wisconsin’s local food
supply chain was dealt an unexpected
setback. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture abruptly withdrew over
$5 million in funding previously
dedicated to purchasing local
produce for schools, food pantries,

36 BC'T December

and tribal communities.

Almost overnight, contracts for

108 Wisconsin family farmers were
canceled, and deliveries to 254 food
access sites ground to a halt, putting
hard-won progress at risk across all
72 counties.
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FROM THE WISCONSIN
FOOD HUB COOPERATIVE

It was a jarring turn for a program
that, in just two years, had delivered
$4.23 million worth of fresh, local
food to Wisconsin families. The
sudden end of these Local Food
Purchase Assistance markets left both
small farms and vulnerable families
facing an uncertain future.

But in true Badger State spirit,
Wisconsin’s agricultural community
didn’t back down.

Instead, the farmer-led Wisconsin
Food Hub Cooperative (WFHC) sprang
into action, launching a bold new
solution: the Super Transportation
Cooperative.

Current and Opposite Page: Through Tend

& Table, Wisconsin-grown products, from
seasonal vegetables to pasture-raised meats
and dairy, are delivered to paying subscribers
across the state.



HOMEGROWN SOLUTION

The Super Transportation Cooperative
(STC) is not just a stopgap. It's a
collaborative, statewide logistics
network that brings together farmers,
food hubs, nonprofits, and food
access organizations under a single,
coordinated distribution system.

Built on a hub-and-spoke model,
regional “sub-hubs” aggregate food,
and shared refrigerated trucks carry
those goods on planned routes across
Wisconsin.

Most importantly, the trucks never
run empty: every return trip is
loaded with produce or supplies, :
eliminating wasted miles and slashing m J
transportation costs by about 25%.

The culmination of orders from small-  innovative system has already proven ~ TEND & TABLE

to-large farms for schools, pantries, to be more efficient, affordable, and  Of course, keeping the trucks full

and retail improves capacity, which, flient th thing that is only half the battle. The other half
in turn, decreases transport costs restient than anything that came is creating a stable, lasting market

for all and leads to lower prices for before it, keeping Wisconsin-grown for all that local food. That’s why the
consumers. food on the move even after the loss ~ WFHC launched Tend & Table in the
According to the WFHC, this of federal support. continued on pg. 38

_ The Hancock Agricultural Research
Hancock Research>tation  Station wishes you a great 2026
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON crop and storage year!

Hancock Ag Research Station -
N3909 County Rd. V, Hancock, WI 54943 : - e ———— Also, a big Thank You!
—Tel. (715) 249-5961 — - =T

Emali* hancotR@ Gl edy We want to thank many businesses and

individuals who in 2025 contributed time and
resources for the success of our research and
outreach activities. We are thankful for your
generosity as you help us sustain our research
farm and Storage Research Facility activities.
Among these are:

e AMVAC Chemical Corp.._* MWFPA

* BASF * Nelson'’s Vegetable

* Bayer Storage Systems

* Coloma Farms * Nichino

¢ Florence Johnson * Nutrien Ag Solutions

* FMC * Paul Miller Farms

« Hancock Citizens * Potatoes USA
Committee e Syngenta

¢ Heartland Farms e UPL

* Holford Family e Valent

e Jack Buchanan e Vantage North Central

e Ken Kmiecik ¢ Wilkins Electric

¢ McCain Foods e WRPVGA

® Mortenson Bros. ¢ WPVGA Associate
Farms, Inc. Division
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Full Trucks, Full Tables ...

continued from pg. 37

summer of 2025.

Tend & Table is a statewide farm-

to-family subscription service that
operates as a core part of the STC
network.

Through Tend & Table, Wisconsin-
grown products, from seasonal
vegetables to pasture-raised meats
and dairy, are delivered to paying
subscribers across the state. Boxes
are flexible, available weekly

or monthly, and always packed with

the best of what Wisconsin’s farms
are harvesting.

But Tend & Table goes beyond

just feeding subscribers. Every box
sold also helps support local food
pantries, thanks to a built-in donation
model, and customers can even
purchase boxes for families in need.

This means every delivery not only
supports a local farm but also helps
a neighbor facing food insecurity.

RUSSETS
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¢ Caribou

o Lakeview Russet
+ Reveille

* Silverton

YELLOW FLESHED
« Yukon Gold

WHITES
o Mackinaw

~ REDS

Contact’us'how. =

to place your Spring orders or for more details!

Foundation & Certifie

Above: Tend & Table is a statewide farm-
to-family subscription service that operates
as a core part of the Super Transportation
Cooperative network.

For the 100+ small farms that lost
their institutional contracts, Tend

& Table is more than a marketplace,
it’s a lifeline. By connecting farms
directly with households, the
program ensures that no harvest
goes to waste and provides a steady
stream of orders that keeps the STC
trucks rolling year-round.

“Tend & Table is more than just a
subscription box, it’s a community-
powered way to connect families
with the people who grow their
food,” says Tara Roberts-Turner,
general manager of WFHC.

“We were bracing for a rough year
after those contracts disappeared,”
says Amy Johnson, a pasture-raised
livestock farmer with Misfits. “STC
basically saved us. It makes sure our
pastured-raised meats still get to the
people who need them, and with
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Tend & Table, we're finding
new customers who really appreciate
local food.”

Seed and Promising
Experimental Varieties

* Dark Red Norland £

www.certifiedseedpotatoes.com <

Bula'Potato Earms, Inc. ¢ W11957 Highland Road s Antigo, VW1 54409
Call'Dennis or Adam: Work: (715) 275-3430

Shipping Address: W8376 Gty RdIK; EIcho, W1 54428 e Fax:|(715)1275-5051
Email:bulaseed@frontiernet:net or, dennis@certifiedseedpotatoes.com

“It’s keeping our farm resilient,”
Johnson says, “and connecting

us directly with Wisconsin families
at the dinner table.”
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

While farmers and families rally

to keep local food flowing, another
group has stepped in behind the
scenes: donors. To stabilize this new
supply chain, WFHC is investing in
infrastructure, including a major
expansion of its cold storage capacity
at the Waupaca hub.

This $400,000 project is part of

a larger $861,500 bridge funding
campaign to fully sustain STC and
Tend & Table through the transition.

Wisconsin’s agricultural community
is answering the call. Local growers,
distributors, family foundations,
and produce industry partners are
chipping in, as the campaign puts
it, “to keep Wisconsin’s food system
on the road.”

Donor recognition and naming
opportunities at the new cold storage
facility will honor those who make
the expansion possible, ensuring
their legacy is woven into the fabric
of Wisconsin’s local food future.

As another growing season
approaches, there’s a sense that
something vital has been preserved.
The loss of federal funds could have
fractured Wisconsin’s local food
chain. Instead, it sparked a grassroots
solution that’s keeping full trucks,

full tables, and full hearts across

the state.

With the Super Transportation
Cooperative and Tend & Table,
more than 400 local farmers

are still feeding families in every
county, proving that innovation and
cooperation can carry Wisconsin’s
farm community through even the
toughest times, stronger and more
connected than ever.

For more information, contact Tara
Roberts-Turner, general manager,
Wisconsin Food Hub Cooperative,
tara@wifoodhub.com, 715-227-1990
(office), or 920-896-3663 (cell.)

“Tend & Table is more than just
a subscription box, it’s a community-
powered way to connect families with
the people who grow their food.”

— Tara Roberts-Turner,

general manager, Wisconsin Food Hub Cooperative

Rolistock Mesh Baler Bag

Description: Available in both 30#
and 50# in all colors.
2000/bags per roll.

Stock Color: Red

Other colors available: Orange,
White, Blue, Purple,
Tan, Greenl, etc...

stocking
program.

Mesh Rollstock material is less expensive than premade bags. As Labor costs
continue to increase, automation is in high demand on all packing lines. With
the investment of mesh rollstock baggers, Thorpack strives to meet packing
house needs with the best mesh rollstock available. No need for pack off tables
and hand packing labor. Move forward into automation and reduce packing
cost with this mesh rollstock material. Your cost savings on your material and
less labor will generally pay for this machine within a short period of time.

20# Sewing thread available for all mesh rollstock material

Equipment:
Mesh rolistock functions excellent on the following equipment:
Upmatic, llapack, Gillen Kirch, H-Tech, Saclark, Volmpack, plus more.

W6788 5th Ave. Road
Bryant, WI 54418

www.thorpack.com

Toll Free: 866-934-7333
Fax: 715-627-0700

your global packaging resource
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